Say “no”
to teenage modelling Ccompetitions

I'm deeply dismayed at the decision taken recently
by Pinkie’s editor to revive the competition in
search of 13-year-old princesses.

Several years ago, as the former editor, I axed the
competition. I agonised over the decision because

only morally defensible course of action. To do
otherwise was to betray our avid readers, most of
whom are young girls on the cusp of

adulthood.

Despite the flak, I was compelled to make the
decision becauge | didn’t feel comfortable aboyt
putting a child into an industry that’s a] about

rejection. It’s like releasing a three-legged bird
into the wild.

Even Miranda Kerr, a former competition

winner, gets rejected, and T don’t think winning
the competition at 14 was a great thing for Kate
Fischer either.

It is impossible to dress it up. Modelling is a]
about being told you are too fat, too short, have
the wrong teeth, have dimples in the wrong
place, and a butt that ’s either too round or too
flat.

Many of the girls will suffer cycles of rejection
and their self esteem will take a battering,
Some never recover.

Ms Jane Cranton, former editor, Pinkie Magazine

________
___________

Ms Cranton’s authorie_zl v_oice:
former editor of Pinkie

e Often the strength of an author’s con-
viction can motivate us to share thelr.
opinion. In this case, the e}uthor, relying
on her professional experience, tak}els
a principled stance and prlOI'.ltISCS the
girl’s welfare over commercial
decisions.

* By adopting the high moral ground and
defending the vulnerable, the author
seeks to win our respect.

* How does Ms Cranton depict young
models?

Modelling
Agency

“You have potential
but you need to lose
weight.”
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