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Author’s views
Tone/style

Words and subtext 
(pp. 15-19)

Key strategy 
purpose/impact

(pp. 9-14) 

7

Main contention

First reason

Second reason

Third reason

Rebuttal

Words: which words 
have connotations?

emotive language
loaded language 
figurative language
inclusive language
exclusive language
colloquial language. 

Consider: 
tonal nuances
formal/informal styles
narrative devices.
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What is the impact?  

“People are actually moved by the heart stories: what this 
has done for you … The heart is much more powerful than 
the head.”  Tim Costello, The Age, 25/8/07  

Explore a range of emotions: sympathy, pity, anger,  
compassion, fear, sorrow, guilt, shock, horror ... 

Words that convey emotion or suggest extra meanings 
are: connotative; emotively-charged, value-laden,  
dramatic, colourful, figurative, hyberbolic.

Your thoughts: is the author reasonable and logical? What 
are the implications of the author’s logical appeals and 
 “obvious” connections?  Are you convinced? Reassured?

Sympathy for victims

Anger at villains 
and/or perpetrators

Fear, shock, horror. 

Denial, shame, guilt 
disgust, pity. 

Hope, relief, trust 
reassurance.

Reasoning strategies:
evidence/links/comparisons 

Author’s personal and/or professional background  
and experience (perspectives, bias and credibility).

Depiction of key  
stakeholders: 

opponents/supporters
victims/villains

Appeals: a clue to the 
author’s values, priorities 

and purpose.

Suspicion,  
distrust,  
scepticism 
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